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The Marine Mammal Group within the Ocean Acoustics Laboratory at NPS is 
involved with a range of research studying marine mammal acoustics , both sound 
production and effects of anthropogenic sound on marine mammals.  A sampling of 
our research is described below.  
Team Members:  Ching-Sang Chiu, Curtis Collins, John Joseph, Tetyana Margolina, Alison Stimpert, Chris Miller
SOCAL-BRS Collaboration The SOCAL-BRS project explores the responses 
of marine mammals to anthropogenic sound, 
including Navy Mid-Frequency Active (MFA) 
sonar.  We tag cetaceans with suction-cup 
tt h d DTAG hi h it fi l b da ac e  s, w c  mon or ne-sca e o y 
movements, swimming behavior, and sound 
production, and then conduct a controlled 
exposure experiment using simulated sonar as a 
sound stimulus.  NPS collaborators are helping 
with the tag data analysis, field work in Southern 
California, and sound propagation modeling to 
We are analyzing passive acoustic Passive Acoustic Monitoring / 
ensure control over the levels to which focal 
animals are exposed.  Read more about the 
project here:  http://sea-inc.net/socal-brs/
recordings collected on Sur Ridge and near 
the Point Sur Ocean Acoustic Observatory 
(OAO) site, to study cetacean distribution 
patterns, relation to oceanographic 
conditions, and overlap with ship traffic. 
The data were collected using HARPs 
beginning in 2006.  We scan spectrograms 
Habitat Modeling
of the recordings to find different species, 
and correlate their presence/absence to 
environmental parameters. 
(HARPS:  cetus.ucsd.edu/technologies_AutonomousRecorders.html) 
